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Overview

The Buxton-Hollis Historical Society (BHHS) maintains our Library and Museum at 100 Main Street in Bar Mills to provide the public with access to historical information about Buxton and Hollis.  The largest areas of interest and inquiries are about local family genealogy, historic homes, businesses and events.

BHHS is a non-lending research library.  We serve the public by providing access to our collection and volunteer assistance for research during library hours, Thursday evenings and Saturday mornings except holiday weekends, April through October or by special appointment.

Our collection is organized in several resource areas.  The books and documents are arranged alphabetically within each resource area.  Our computer and printed catalogs are also alphabetical by resource area and duplicate parts of the printed collection for easier searching. 

Research Methods; Archives, Internet and Local Historical

For genealogy searches, past practice has involved travel to State Archives in Augusta and local town halls for official documents such as birth, death and marriage records.   That is still needed to obtain membership in some societies such as the Daughters of the American Revolution or the Mayflower Society.  However research can also be done through internet resources which can be much faster through organizatons like Ancestory.Com ($400/year) and the Mormon Family Search (free).  DNA testing is another research alternative.  There are about six companies with separate databases who offer testing services; MyHeritage, Ancestory, LivingDNA, 23andMe, Vitagene and GPS Origins.

However, the Buxton-Hollis Historical Society maintains a unique set of concentrated local resources for families in our area.  Our main advantage is that we often have other life information to flesh out ancestors beyond the basic birth, death, marriage information.

Our maps show home locations.  Census information reveals other family members and occupations. Local histories sometimes also reveal interesting stories.  We have some very focused and local published genealogies.

Resources

The Family Catalog is a good starting point for any inquires.  It is a work in progress for us, but we have over 4.000 entries to locate people on our maps, references to local genealogy notes and references to documents page number. We can always use more volunteer help to make additions to our catalog.  Due to its size and frequent updates, we primarily maintain this document on our office PC.

Local Genealogies include family genealogies and histories  such as the Hurd Family, Woodman Family, Emery Family, Leavitt Family, Libby Family, etc.  Some are bound and some are in notebooks or just a few loose sheets.   Local genealogies are included in Proprietors of Narraganset No. 1, Buxton Centennial Saco Valley Families and Settlements (1905) with index, History of Hollis with index, Recollection of Old Buxton(separate 8.5x11 index), Hollis Bicentennial (1998), 1790 Families of Maine (each volume has its own index), etc.  

Histories of Buxton and Hollis; “Recollections of Old Buxton” with an external later index and “History of Hollis” with its own index at the end.  Other histories include the “Buxton Centennial” of 1872 with 28 early family genealogies, “Narragansett No. 1” which includes proprietors records and is well indexed, “Buxton Bicentennial” and “Hollis Bicentennial”.  We also have many town histories for other towns including Limington, Dayton, Standish and Gorham.  Many families have connections across the nearby towns and parts of Hollis were split to Limington and Dayton.  Part of Buxton was split to Standish in 1824.

Published Buxton, Hollis and York County Cemetery Headstones as of 1965-68 These are headstone records taken by walking through the cemeteries. Some active cemeteries have the burial records which can be different because some people were buried without monuments. The York County published records include the John Frost surveys of Buxton and Hollis and have an index in Vol. 4. There are over 100,000 York County headstones listed.  The cemetery at Pleasant Point in Buxton is one of the oldest in the area and like other cemeteries before about 1830 used fieldstones as markers.  We do have a researched list of people known to be buried there however.  Also, we have a notebook version for Buxton and Hollis cemeteries with directions to find them.  There are many small family cemeteries.  Buxton and Hollis each have about 50 cemeteries.

Unique Local Resources; Light Infantry, Paul Coffin Sermons, Carrie Townsend midwife diary, Elmer and Teenie  Boothby diaries, Grange records, local one room school district committee records, _________
We have typed and searchable census reports for Buxton and Hollis for 1790 (family heads and family count only in 1790), 1860, 1900, 1910, 1920, 1930 and 1940.  All except 1790 were compiled by Burt Pease of Bar Mills.  We also have local Registers of Buxton and Hollis for 1905 which lists occupations of all family members and even includes children who have married and moved away.  We have also posted these to  our web site buxtonhollishistorical.org.

We have Buxton Town Reports after 1882 and Hollis Town Reports after 1883.   Starting in the 1950s, many reports include tax assessments alphabetically by owner. 

High School yearbooks.  Hollis High from 1931 to 1961, Hanson High (Buxton) from 1912 to 1961 and 23 Bonny Eagle HS yearbooks from 1962. 

Roadside House Surveys; 
Buxton Architectual Roadside Survey – File cabinet in Office This includes buildings over 50 years of age at 2003. It is filed with the Maine Historical Preservation Commission.  It is alphabetical by road name and house number.  It is the repository for any building specific information in our collection.  See green binder at start of file and in the Buxton bookcase for the summary of Significant, Contributing or non-contributing evaluations.

Holllis Architectual Roadside Survey – File cabinet in Office This includes buildings over 50 years old at 2007.  It is pending filing with the Maine Historical Preservation Commission (MHPC). We need to get all the photographs in digital format, create an index and assess historical significance.  It is alphabetical by road name and house number.  It is the repository for any building specific information in our collection.

General Public Files – File cabinets in Office These are the general files for documents and pictures other than publications on the resource shelves.  They are organized alphabetically.  Schools start with “School” such as “School, Bar Mills Elementary” and churches start with “Church”.  They exclude organizational and other BHHS documents such as minutes, leases or treasurer’s reports.

Photograph Collection – Office Shelves by format size.  Organized alphabetically by villages and subjects. We have scanned about 300 photographs, but need to do many more.

Local Authors Bookcase – Barristers Bookcase next to Rt. 4A Includes publications by local authors organized alphabetically by author.  Kate Douglas Wiggin books are alphabetical within her collection.

Buxton Bookcase to right of office door General and miscellaneous Buxton publications for Buxton, Maine and Buxton, England. Note index for Recollections of Old Buxton is separate, Buxton Vitals has an index in Vol. 4 and is also searchable in the version on the office PC.  Births, Deaths and Marriages have contents by family name in the front. Town Reports by year. Buxton High School including yearbooks by year. Buxton News by date

Hollis Bookcase to the right of the Buxton Bookcase General and miscellaneous Hollis publications. Note the History of Hollis has an index. Town Reports by year. Hollis High School including yearbooks by year

Maine Bookcase to the right of the Hollis Bookcase

Publications about Maine that have some general bearing for Buxton or Hollis

Maine Registers.  Note listings under York County for Buxton and Hollis.

MSAD #6 Records: annual reports and other publications, BEHS yearbooks

New England/York County/Saco Valley/Town History Bookcase to the right of the Maine Bookcase

Publications about New England that have some general bearing for Buxton or Hollis

New England/York County/Saco Valley/Town History Bookcase to the right of the Maine Bookcase

Publicationsthat have some general bearing for Buxton or Hollis 

New England/York County/Saco Valley/Town History Bookcase to the right of the Maine Bookcase

Town histories other than Buxton or Hollis that are nearby or have possible information related to Buxton or Hollis families.  For example, Old Kittery has family information about many early Buxton and Hollis families.

Obituary, Military and Scrapbook Bookcase Local Obituary records by year and alphabetically by person. Veteran burial records and other. Scrapbooks - Cemetery and Scrapbook Bookcase. Various scrapbooks pertaining to Buxton and Hollis.

General Genealogy – Barristers Bookcase next to hall wall. General genealogy information and New England genealogy publications

Large Format Maps For Sale– Large format files next to Rt. 4A and wall maps.

Buxton Dennett Map of 1800, but printed in 1870.  A copy is included in the publication for sale “Records of the Proprietors of Narraganset Township No. 1,Now Buxton Maine”

Buxton Dennett Map of 1852, 53, but printed in the 1870s

Hollis Yarumian Map of 1800, printed for the Hollis Bicentennial and a smaller version is in the Hollis Bicentenial book.

Wall maps of Buxton and Hollis on the library walls from the 1872 York County Atlas.

