Captain John Lane 

      I was born in York, Maine on July 4th, 1734, 41 years before the Revolutionary War began. I was the eldest of five children. My father was Captain John Lane and my mother was Mary Nowell.  My brother, Henry, died at the age of four months. His death was very hard on my parents. My other brothers, Daniel and Jabez, both lived and became Captains in the Army during the Revolutionary War, which started in 1775. I also had a sister, Johanna.       
       We were a military family. My grandfather, also Captain John Lane, was an officer in the British service. It was he who came to America and commanded Fort Mary at Biddeford Pool in 1717 and he died not long after. He was born in Limerick, Ireland and he had four children, one of whom was my father, Captain John Lane.
       I believe that it was in 1743 that my father was in command of the fort at St. George, which was situated near where Gen. Knox afterwards built his mansion in Thomaston, Maine. It was during the time of his command at the fort that he was recommended as a suitable person for captain of one of the four companies to be raised in Maine and he received an appointment shortly thereafter.
       When I was 20 years old, I was appointed Lieutenant under my father. During the French and Indian War, my father led his company in the expedition against the French held Crown Point in New York. That was in 1756 and my father died that year on July 14 during the expedition. This was very difficult for all of us, you see, since my 16 year old brother, Daniel, was a private in the company at the time. And my little brother, Jabez, who was then about 11, was with us, too, and listed on the muster roll. We did have each other for consolation, though, and we were glad to be with our father in his last days. I assumed my father’s command of the company.
       At the commencement of the Revolutionary War, I was living in Buxton and after the war, I moved back, being one of the first settlers of this wild country. In the spring of 1775, I was appointed commander of a company of one-hundred twenty men, which I and my subordinate officers raised. I 
was also appointed Commissioner to the Penobscot tribe of Indians, then on the point of joining forces with the British in Canada. In this undertaking, I encountered every obstacle that the British agents could put in my way. But, I was successful and prevailed on Orono, the Penobscot chief, and some others of the tribe to accompany me to Cambridge, where a treaty was ratified, and has always since then, been strictly adhered to.
       While at Cambridge, I was joined with my company and ordered to take command at Cape Ann harbor, an important post. I was present when the famous prize, consisting of ordinance and military stores, was taken from the enemy by Captain Manly. I helped to defend this prize and repulse the British, who made an attempt to retake it. The stores were immediately landed and I sent them on the Cambridge.
       Then, in 1776, I was appointed to the command of a Company in a regiment commanded by Colonel Varnum of Rhode Island and we marched through Rhode Island to Long Island and participated in the battle before the retreat of the British Army to the City of New York.
