Photos and Information are Gathered for New Buxton Documentary
On Saturday, March 26th, Patrick Bosant and Matt Fletcher met with Brent Hill and Rita Bradbury to
gather photos and information for the new Buxton Documentary being produced by Saco River Com-

munity Television. The station has received a grant from Narragansett Number One for the project
which will be completed in 2011.
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Foundation Grant Money Improves Historic Town Building

Buxton Center National Register Elden Store, builtin 1802, and one of the oldest buildings in Buxton, is benefiting
from a grant, olm»u_u__.__.w m.ma.w.nn._..nm for the Old Town Hall, from the Narragansett Nomber One Foundation. Local contrac-
tors and professionals have been hired to complete the first phase of the work in the spring of 2011, which includes the
repair and painting of existing windows, the replacement of doors, the installation of a new sign, which now graces the
building, and a landscape plan. Existing trees in their mature state are too large for the lot and have been decimated by
aggressive pruning necessary in a recent CMP effort to decrease electrical cutages.

Originally, Elden Store housed a general store in Buxton's early industrial center and by 1850, it had become the
home of the Hansen Coat Factory, the leading industry of the Town, employing 1200 people. The building was given to
SAD 6 at its formation and was later returned to the town when the District had no further use for it. It housed the
BHHS from the early 1970's until 1995. It is presently used for Civil Emergency Preparedness and the Buxton-Hellis
Historical Society continues to lease a portion of it.

A second grant
pmm_.run_u.na has re-
cently been sub-
mitted to Narra-
gansett Number One-
Foundation to as-
sist with the sec-
ond phase of the
project.

. . o . South Side of Elden Stove, showing plyw:
dbeautgfal néw S den Stwe Sigi -\ Hittaic K- covered opening soon to replaced with nev cus-
der Store 18027 graces the south side of building. s docble dicis.

My Clark Family Journey by Janet Clark Riedel

I have wonderful memaries Dm.“_udsm several of my early years in Clarks Mills, a ¢_n_.._uwn in Hollis, Maine. [t was the early 1930's
and during that time [ went to the first three years of my schooling at the Clark's Mills Schoolhouse. It was a one roem school-
house for wﬂnr_.n. one —.r:u:wr nwww_—. and, at that time, there were about 18 students and one teacher. [ had two classmates, m:%.#
MacDonald and Myrna Crockett. [ think that although my relatives only lived in six or seven of the houses in the village, it was a
community where everyone else felt like family, too. At the time , [ didn't realize the Clark history that was all around us.

‘We Clarks trace our ancestry in America to Edward Clark who was born about 1622 in England and who was married to Dor-
cas Bosworth in 1648 in Haverhill, Massachusetts. Haverhill, a frontier settlement very close to the New Hampshire border, was
founded in 1640 by 12 English Puritans from Ipswich and Newbury, MA . Pentucket was the original name. The land was pur-
chased from the Indians for 3 1bs 10 .__.E..W_wn. Early residents in the area were farmers, fishermen, ship builders and traders.

Let's lock back now to Edward and Dercas. One of their sons was Joseph and one of Joseph's sons was David. David left
Havehill and moved about 35 miles north-east to Kittery/Eliot, Province of Maine, sometime before he died in 1761. The Praov-
ince of Maine belonged to Massachusetts until 1820 when Maine became a state.) Next in my Clark line was David's son, Nathan-
iel whe married Abigail Dennett in 1749 and two of their sons were Nathaniel, their third child, and John, their ninth. John, and
later Nathaniel, moved from Kittery, Maine to Hollis, Maine just before 1800 and settled in what we now call the village of
Clark's Mills. Again the distance of that move was about 35 miles,

Nathaniel, my Great, Great, Great ,Great Grandfather, was born July 14,1754 in Kittery and married Sarah Pepperell Frost of
Sturgeon Creek, Kittery on Oetober 21, 1779, They had five children, all of whom were born in Eliot/Kittery before their par-
ents migrated to Hollis. The youngest of their children was born in 1796. John moved first and built a house. When Nathaniel
moved with his family to Hollis, then named HrEm—u.—uzﬂ_ they moved into John's house and lived there until Nathaniel had built
one for himself and his family. John was married to Mary Cutts and they were parents of seven children. John and Mary and John
Jr. and his wifie, Sarah, are buried in the little cemetery on route 35 (the Clarks Mills Foad) as you drive toward Route 5. My sis-
ter and [ explored there several years ago and it helped me make some family connections,

Nathaniel and Sarah’s first child was my Great, Great, Great Grandfather Charles Clark (my NEW ancestor) whe married
Betsy Patterson. Betsy was from Saco (where [ also lived from 1938 until I married in 1952). Charles and Betsy Clark had 11 ehil-
dren and lived in 2 house that had burned before [ lived in Clarks Mills, but the land was part of my playground and we used the
cellar hole for hide and seek. Their son, my Great, Great Grandfather, Charles Jr. (born January 11, 1812}, married Almira Ann
Deering and they had seven children.

I quote from, "A Skerch of Clark’s Mills and it's Early Settlers” in speaking of Charles Jr. "Charles succeeded his father in farming and
grinding corn into meal that was said to be better than anybody has since ¢
rnihw this grist mill, he naturally drifted into H—.a.rﬂlnw in asmall way. Asbusiness increased, he n=~mqm.um. his uﬁww.b_nu mill and

thus laid the foundation for the ive busi carried on by his sone and grandsons.” This was when Clarks Mills, the village

name, got started.

The third of Charles and Almira's seven children was my Great Grandfather, Charles Franklin Clark, who married Mary York of
Waterboro, November 21, 1869. He carried on with the lumbering business started by his father, and also had a store. Charles
Franklin built the big house with the cupola in the 1890's, where he lived until his wife, Mary, died in 1910. In 1903, he financed
the r::.n_.mﬂm of the Methodist Church (now a private home). Later he married Eliza York, Mary's sister, and built the house across
‘Whippoorwill Lane fram the big house. This was the house where [ lived for three happy years.

d. Having quite an amount of pine timber and

Charles Franklin Clark and Mary had five children, two wmwr and three bays. Their eldest son was my Grandfather, Walter
Ellery Clark. His sisters were Marcia and Ida, and his brothers were Lucien and Cecil. Atlast [ can speak of family members [
grew up knowing. All of my Grandfather’s siblings were my Great Aunts and Uncles and their children and grand children are the
cousing ['ve always known.

My quum.mnm—ﬂﬂ_ Walter, married Sadie Carter and they had seven children, my five Aunts and one Unde and my Dad. They
were: Ada, Ellery, Jeannette, Inez, Herman (my Father), Grace and Winifred.

It was wonderful F‘ﬂ.nw in this dEﬁn even that short time because, of course, my cousin Barbara Dennett and her parents,
Aunt Jane and Unele Chet, and my Smith cousins Ed ,Don and Patsy and their mother, Aunt Grace, were here and Unele Cecil
and Aunt Blanche and Unele Lucien and Aunt Edith and Cousin Lauren, his wife Dot and son Bobby. Besides being able to walk to
the little school, I could also walk across the road to the little church. My classmate Myma Crockett lived up the lane. The store
for candy and tonic was down the road. Who could Ep\..uu anything more?




